belles (hoses, sans s'en apercevoir." Goldsmith was highly delighted. " Tres Men dit et ires elegawinent" was his flattered comment. There was another dinner at Thrale's still later; but it can have no record in these pages.
In August his gratitude to Shuter for his presentment of Tony Lumpkin prompted him to adapt for that actor's benefit a dull play by Brueys and Palaprat, "Le Grondeur," which he shortened into a farce under the title of "The Grumbler." It was produced at Covent Garden on the 8th of May; but never received the honours of repeti-tion. Prior included a scene from it in the "Miscellaneous Works" of 1837, and it is generally reprinted with the author's other plays. But, although from a note written in this year to Garrick,he appears to have been still dreaming of a future comedy, " in a season or two at furthest," which he fancied he should make a fine thing, he was hopelessly in bondage to the hack work by which he lived. In the intervals of the " Animated Nature" he had been engaged with a " Grecian History," for which, in June, 1773, upon the completion of the first volume, he received ^250 from Griffin, probably a nominal pay-ment only, as he was in debt to the publisher for arrears already due. He also meditated a popular " Dictionary
of Arts and Sciences," of which he was to be editor, with                                    | \
Johnson, Reynolds, Burke, Burney, Garrick, and all his friends as contributors. For this he drew up an elaborate prospectus, said by Cradock and others to be excellently conceived, but no longer known to exist. The booksellers, however, shrank from so large an enterprise, and the matter made no progress. Perhaps, too, as Davies and others suggest, they distrusted the organizing capacity of a worker
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